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ANNIVERSARY  ADDRESS. 


YOUNG  GENTLEMEN  : 

I  could  wish  that  the  circumstances  under  which  I  am  called  to  address  you 
this  evening  were  of  a  different  character.  You  are  a  Christian  Association ; 
this  is  your  anniversary  meeting  ;  and  it  would  seem  only  fitting  that  an  address 
at  such  a  time  should  have  a  direct  reference  to  the  nature,  or  relations,  or  objects 
of  your  Society.  But  every  public  speaker  knows  that  the  usefulness  of  a  dis- 
course depends,  in  no  small  degree,  on  its  adaption  to  the  circumstances  of  the  time ; 
and  it  happens  at  this  time  that  so  rapid,  so  wonderful  are  the  ongoings  of  the 
wheels  of  Divine  Providence,  and  so  startling,  so  amazing,  are  the  events  evolved, 
that  all  eyes  are  arrested,  all  hearts  are  fixed  upon  them  and  them  alone.  Thus, 
when  the  heavens  grow  dark,  and  the  glancing  of  God's  eye  is  seen  in  the  forked 
lightnings,  and  His  voice  is  heard  in  the  passing  tempest,  and  the  ocean  lifts  up  her 
waters  at  the  command  of  the  angry  Typhoon,  the  hardy  sailor  sees  but  one  thing, 
hears  but  the  loud'roar,  thinks  but  of  the  terrible  storm  which  is  upon  him.  The 
routine  work  of  the  ship  is  dropped  in  an  instant,  and  he  addresses  himself  to 
the  stern  realities  which  have  come  down  upon  him.  So  is  it  with  us.  The 
reproving  eye  of  Jehovah  is  upon  us  as  a  nation.  His  voice  is  speaking  to  us 
in  words  of  rebuke  and  alarm.  The  clouds  are  gathering  blackness  over  our 
but  late  sunlit  country.  Every  eye  is  fixed,  every  ear  is  intent,  every  heart  is 
throbbing,  every  arm  nerved  to  the  crisis  ;  and  each  one  asks  himself,  each  one 
asks  his  neighbor,  "  who  knoweth  whether  thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for 
such  a  time  as  this  ?"  Gentlemen  of  the  Association,  there  is  but  one  subject 
these  days  ;  no  use  to  veil  the  fact,  there  is  but  one.  Everything  dear  to  us  as 
a  nation  is  in  the  hazard ;  our  duty  to  our  God  as  Christians,  our  duty  to  our 
country  as  citizens,  imperatively  calls  us  to  consider  it.  I  accept  the  call,  and 
speak  to  you  this  evening  on  the  present  fearful  crisis  of  the  nation,  and  what  it 
demands  from  us  as  Christians  and  citizens. 

I.  War  exists.  Our  peace-loving,  happy,  prosperous  country  has  dropped  the 
plowshare  and  has  seized  the  sword.  Her  commerce  is  languishing  in  her  har- 
bors ;  the  sound  of  the  loom  and  the  anvil  waxes  fainter  ;  the  note  of  the  herds- 
man scarce  is  audible  ;  and  in  their  room  we  have  the  "  confused  noise  of  the 
battle  of  the  warrior,"  and  see  the  garments  of  our  sons  and  brothers  rolled  in 
blood.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  its  characteristics. 

1.  It  is  upon  a  stupendous  scale.  Among  the  annals  of  rebellions  and  civil 
wars,  history  records  nothing  like  it.  The  civil  strifes  of  Greece,  and  Eome,  and 
our  father-land,  England,  were  mere  local  insurrections  when  compared  with  this. 
It  covers  an  area  far  larger  than  that  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  days  of  its 
glory —  extending  from  Maine  to  the  Rio  Grande,  from  the  Bay  of  the  Delaware 
to  that  of  San  Francisco.  It  involves  directly  thirty  millions  of  people ;  a 


people  for  the  most  part  inured  to  toil,  ,and,  when  disciplined,  destined  to  be 
terrible  in  battle.  From  the  vast  extent  of  territory,  and  the  warlike  character 
of  the  combatants,  it  is  likely  to  be  the  bloodiest  war  of  modern  times  ;  already 
have  we  fearful  earnest  of  this  fact. 

2.  It  is  an  unprovoked  war.     It  comes  in  the  form  of  naked  rebellion  against 
just  authority,  and  against  mild  authority  ;  authority  which  fostered  and  pro- 
tected the  personal  and  material  interests  of  all  its  subjects.     Since  the  world 
began,  never  has  there  existed  a  government  more  mild,  more  equitable.     Errors 
in  its  administration  have  been  numerous  and  gross,  but  they  have  never  come 
in  the  form  of  oppressions  of  the  citizen.     Oppression  of  any  citizen  or  class  of 
citizens  was  from  its  origin  unknown.     So  far  as  the  freedom  and  the  rights  of 
the  subject  are  concerned,  if  ever  a  civil  government  was  entitled  to  the  name 
of  paternal,  it  is  ours.     A  too  great  disposition  to  yield  its  own  rights  to  the 
unreasonable  demands  of  its  citizens  has  been  its  greatest  weakness.    And  to 
that  very  party,  which  is  now  in  rebellion,  it  has  been  singularly  kind, —  humil- 
iatingly  so.     Its  legislative,  judicial  and  executive  departments  have,  for  the  last 
thirty  years,  yielded  to  the  unconstitutional  demands  of  these  men.     With  a 
coolness  unparalleled  they  have  steadily  held  up  in  terrorem  "  disunion  ;"  and  to 
pacify  and  retain  them,  the  Government  has  broken  its  compromises,  modified  its 
protective  policy,  destroyed  the  only  comprehensive  and  adequate  system  of 
finance  it  ever  had,  and  degraded  itself  in  its  own  eyes  and  the  eyes  of  the  world. 
They  demanded  the  purchase  of  the  FJoridas  as  an  outlet  for  their  peculiar 
institution,  and  it  was  purchased  at  the  expense  of  millions  of  dollars.     For  the 
same  reason  they  demanded  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  it  was  done  at  the 
cost  of  many  millions  more.     They  demanded  that  the  ordinance  of  1787  should 
be  set  aside,  and  that  the  soil  which  it  had  solemnly  consecrated  to  freedom  for- 
ever should  be  occupied  by  Missouri  as  a  slave  State,  and  it  was  done.     As 
some  atonement  for  this  almost  sacrilege,  a  new  line  was  drawn  between  free  and 
slave  territory,  known  as  the  "  Missouri  Compromise  "  line ;  a  few  years  only 
had  passed  before  they  demanded  that  this  compromise  should  be  annulled,  and 
it  was  done.    In  a  word,  the  South  had  but  to  ask,  and  the  boon,  however 
unreasonable,  was  granted.     It  was  only  when  it  demanded  the  concession  of 
the  fundamental  principle  upon  which  the  nation  exists, —  namely,  that  the 
majority  must  rule, — that  it  said  no  !     And  even  then  it  was  a  reluctant  no  ; 
for  days  and  weeks  it  meekly  suffered  the  despoiling  of  its  goods,  the  invasion 
of  its  territory,  and  treated  its  rebellious  subjects  with  the  forbearance  which  an 
over-fond  father  extends  to  a  spoiled  child  ;  and  it  was  only  when  its  flag  was 
trampled  under  foot,  its  commissioned  servants  driven  from  their  posts  of  duty 
by  shot  and  shell,  and  a  determination  avowed  to  take  the  National  Capital, 
that  it  resisted.     I  repeat,  never  was  there  a  Government  so  kind,  so  conciliatory, 
so  forbearing,  as  has  been  that  of  the  United  States  to  all  its  citizens,  and 
especially  to  those  who  have  rebelled  against  it ;  and  I  again  declare  that  by  no 
act  of  its  own  has  it  given  cause,  or  even  plausible  occasion,  for  this  rebellion. 

3.  The  end  proposed  to  be  accomplished  by  this  war  is  sui  generis,  literally  so  ; 
an  end  such  as  was  never  before  proposed  by  any  people  whatsoever  rising  up  in 
arms.     The  civil  wars  of  our  fatherland  had  for  their  avowed  end  the  liberty  of 
the  people  ;  such  was  the  war  of  the  Commonwealth  in  Cromwell's  day  ;  such 
was  the  almost  bloodless  revolution  of  1688  ;  liberty  was  the  object  of  our  own 
revolution  ;  such  was  the  proposed  end  of  all  the  French  revolutions.    The 


people  of  Continental  Europe  arose  in  1848  to  obtain  freedom  ;  so  did  the  brave 
Hungarians  in  1849.  The  recent  successful  uprising  in  Italy  was  to  obtain  de- 
liverance from  despots,  and  a  distinct  nationality.  There  is  something  holy  in 
wars  like  these.  Even  the  groans  of  the  dying  are  softened  and  hallowed,  yea, 
the  memories  of  the  dead  are  sainted  by  the  glorious,  godlike  cause.  But  what 
is  the  object  of  this  war  of  1861  ?  This  war  in  the  heart  of  free,  liberty-loving, 
Christian  America  ?  What  is  its  avowed  end  and  object  ?  It  is  to  destroy  that 
constitutional  liberty  which  Washington  and  the  fathers  have  bequeathed  to  us. 
It  is  to  blot  from  the  page  of  world  history  the  heart-cherished  truth  "  that  all 
men  are  created  equal,  and  have  a  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi-. 
ness."  It  is  a  war  based  on  the  abominable  assumption  that  the  great  theory  of 
self-government  is  a  failure  ;  and  hence  the  purpose  to  found  on  the  ruins  of  our 
glorious  republic  an  empire  whose  "  corner  stone,"  to  use  their  own  words,  "  is 
human  slavery."  It  is  a  war  against  free  labor  and  in  behalf  of  slave  labor.  In 
a  word,  it  is  a  war  whose  end  and  aim  is  to  forge  beyond  the  power  of  breaking, 
and  to  rivet  forever,  the  chains  of  human  bondage.  Whether,  then,  we  regard 
it  in  its  origin,  its  progress,  or  its  aims,  we  are  forced  to  pronounce  it  an  unpro- 
voked, unkind,  ungodly  war. 

But  this  unholy  war  is  now  fairly  inaugurated,  and  has  received  a  baptism  in 
the  blood  of  hundreds  of  the  noblest  patriots  of  the  land.  Its  termination  by 
compromise  is  -impossible.  The  South  desires  no  compromise  ;  never  proposed 
to  receive  any.  It  claims  the  absolute,  unconditional  concession  of  all  its 
demands ;  and  they  are  enormous.  The  Government  must  surrender  all  the 
harbors  ;  all  the  forts ;  yea,  all  the  territory  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  ; 
it  must  recognize  the  Confederated  States  as  an  independent  nation  ;  it  must 
permit  a  monarchy,  or  an  iron  military  oligarchy,  to  be  planted  on  that  soil  of 
freedom  which  was  bought  by  the  blood  of  the  Eevolution.  On  the  part  of  the 
United  States  it  is  a  war  for  existence  ;  nothing  more  ;  nothing  less.  Make 
peace  on  the  ultimatum  of  the  South  and  the  great  Republic  ceases  to  have  an 
existence.  Under  these  circumstances  the  cry  of  "  non-coercion,"  "  peace."  is 
simply  the  traitor's  cry.  It  is  the  weapon  he  uses  to  defend  his  friends  in  places 
where  he  cannot  use  the  sword.  Such  is  the  present  condition  of  our  national 
affairs.  The  crisis  which  is  upon  us  is  a  fearful  one,  and  may  not  be  shunned 
even  if  we  desire  to  do  it.  As  lovers  of  freedom  and  of  our  country  the  only 
course  left  to  us  is  to  adjust  ourselves  to  this  new  and  sad  condition  of  things. 

II.  The  next  question  which  arises  is,  what  does  this  new  condition  of  things 
demand  from  us  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  what  is  our  duty  as  Christians  and  citizens  ? 

1.  It  is  our  duty  to  understand  wherefore  all  this  evil  has  been  permitted  to 
come  upon  our  nation.  Has  this  trouble  grown  out  of  the  ground?  "  Is  there 
evil  in  the  city  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?"  Nations  are  not  punished 
without  a  cause.  Who  is  not  familiar  with  our  sins  as  a  nation  ?  For  thirty 
years  we  have  carried  our  mails  on  the  Sabbath,  in  direct  violation  of  His  com- 
mand, "  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy."  We  have  become  corrupt 
in  high  places.  Bribery  has  stalked  through  our  legislative  halls  in  open  day- 
light, and  has  been  rewarded.  Men  have  been  placed  in  power,  not  because 
they  were  honest  and  competent,  but  because  they  would  subserve  the  selfish 
ends  of  party.  The  interests,  the  honor  of  the  country  have  been  lost  sight  of, 
and  men  have  sought  office  for  mere  ends  of  personal  aggrandisement.  In  many 
of  our  State  Legislatures  the  name  of  Almighty  God  is  ignored,  and  by  public 


6 

enactment  legislators  refuse  to  appoint  a  chaplain  to  invoke  His  blessing  upon 
their  counsels. 

We  have  from  year  to  year  extended  the  area  of  human  slavery  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  intention  of  Washington  and  the  other  framers  of  our  Con- 
stitution, and  in  contravention  of  the  Golden  Rule  of  Jesus.  As  a  people, 
instead  of  gratefully  acknowledging  the  Divine  hand  in  raising  us  to  national 
greatness  and  honor,  we  have  exalted  ourselves  ;  we  have  become  vain  and  lifted 
up  ;  have  virtually  declared  that  we  know  no  Bible,  no  God,  in  fact  are  not  a 
Christian  nation ;  in  a  word,  we  have  reached  an  awful  pinnacle  of  madness,  and 
on  its  giddy  height  we  take  our  stand  and  say  to  the  Lord,  "  We  ask  no  favors  of 
Thee  !"  Surely  we  have  set  our  feet  on  slippery  places,  while  destruction  is  just 
below  us.  "  Woe  to  the  nation  that  stretcheth  out  its  hand  against  God,  and 
strengtheneth  itself  against  the  Almighty,  and  that  runneth  upon  the  thick 
horses  of  his  buckler." 

Our  first  and  imperative  duty  in  this  crisis  is  humiliation,  confession,  and 
heartfelt  sorrow  for  our  sins.  We  have  no  plea  in  justification  to  set  up.  Let 
us  lay  our  hands  on  our  mouths  and  cry  "  unclean."  Accompanying  these  confes- 
sions must  be  a  thorough  repentance,  a  turning  away  from  our  sins.  Our  next 
duty,  as  Christians,  is  to  pray  God,  for  Jesus'  sake,  to  remove  His  hand  from  us, 
to  forgive  our  manifold  transgressions,  to  spare  our  national  heritage  from  the 
hand  of  the  destroyer,  to  restore  peace  to  our  borders,  and  to  glorify  His  mercy 
and  grace  by  raising  us  up  as  a  people  to  national  prosperity  and  greatness.  To 
this  end  we  should  pray  for  rulers  and  soldiers.  I  need  hardly  say  that  hopeful 
trust  in  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God  is  necessary  to  true  prayer.  Despair 
cannot  pray  ;  despondency  cannot  pray.  While  we  mourn  and  repent  the  sins 
which  have  brought  down  upon  us  merited  punishment,  we  must  believe  that  it 
is  only  punishment,  and  that  it  is  not  national  destruction.  We  must  believe  in 
the  covenant  God  of  the  men  of  the  Revolution,  the  God  who  directed  their 
counsels,  who  covered  their  heads  in  the  day  of  battle,  who  supported  them  in 
their  weary  marches,  who  gave  them  final  victory  and  peace,  and  who  introduced 
them  into  the  great  family  of  nations.  We  must  believe  in  that  God  who  was 
with  the  venerated  Washington  and  his  companions  in  the  Convention  of  1787, 
and  who  enabled  them  to  frame  that  honored  Constitution  under  which  we  have 
grown  great,  but  which  is  now  trampled  by  the  feet  of  our  traitor  countrymen. 
We  must  believe  that  while  God  is  justly  chastising  us,  He  is  only  dealing  with 
us  as  does  a  kind  father  with  his  child ;  and  that  when  humbled,  He  will  again 
take  us  into  favor  and  give  us  a  national  future  far  brighter,  far  purer,  far  more 
glorious  than  our  past.  Our  faith  and  hope  must  fully  realize  the  certain  fact 
that  God  has  in  store  for  us  a  future,  rich,  surpassingly  rich  in  wondrous  events  ; 
that  He  has  placed  us  here  in  a  promised  land  to  stand  up  as  the  guardian  of 
freedom,  as  the  vindicator  of  the  oppressed,  as  the  defender  of  religious  liberty, 
and  as  the  leader  of  the  van  in  the  great  struggle  for  world  regeneration.  Rest 
assured  that  God  will  not  destroy  us  ;  for  in  the  wonderful  prophetic  programme 
sketched  by  Daniel  and  John,  He  has  given  us  a  most  important  place.  The 
American  nation  is  to  be  a  co-worker  with  Him  in  producing  that  millenial 
world —  that  high,  holy  civilization  which  is  based  on  the  Golden  Rule  of  Jesus. 
But  in  order  to  have  such  holy  copartnership  in  labor  we  must  be  purified  ;  and 
we  are  now  passing  through  one  of  the  processes  of  purification.  We  are  in 
the  furnace  ;  the  dross  is  consuming  ;  the  gold  is  refining,  and  we  will  soon  come 
out  fitted  for  the  master's  use.  Thus  we  are  to  pray  in  faith  and  hope.  Should 


reverses  sometimes  meet  us,  as  at  Manassas  Gap,  we  must  humble  ourselves 
before  God,  and  pray  yet  more  earnestly  ;  but  we  must  not  despond.  Israel 
like  us  had  a  promised  future —  a  land  in  reversion  flowing  with  milk  and  honey ; 
a  land  of  palm  trees  and  of  the  olive  ;  a  land  of  fertile  valleys,  watered  by  cool 
springs  from  the  melting  snows  of  Lebanon  and  Hermon  ;  a  land  whose  moun- 
tain sides  were  festooned  with  clusters  of  the  grape  of  Eschol.  It  was  a  glorious 
promise  land.  They  entered  upon  its  possession  by  a  wondrous  march  between 
the  up- walled  waters  of  Jordan.  The  city  of  palm  trees  fell  before  them.  Elated 
and  self-confident  by  the  easy  victory,  they  marched  against  the  next  opposing 
city,  and  there  met  a  disastrous  reverse.  They  fled  before  the  enemies.  They 
had  sinned  in  the  accursed  thing  at  the  sacking  of  Jericho,  and  God  punished 
them.  Joshua,  the  leader,  together  with  the  people,  went  up  to  the  tabernacle, 
confessed  their  sin  and  removed  the  transgressor  from  their  midst.  It  never 
occurred  to  them  to  abandon  their  inheritance  and  recross  the  Jordan,  for  the 
next  day  they  marched  again  to  the  assault  with  much  more  prudence  and 
caution  than  at  first.  They  had  been  taught  a  lesson,  and  had  profitted  by  it. 
The  city  fell  before  them.  Thus,  when  reverses  come  to  us,  must  we  improve 
them,  but  never  despair.  The  cause  of  our  country  is  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
of  God.  We  need  not  fear. 

The  next  duty  is — work.  Eepent  and  pray  ;  remove  the  cause  of  contro- 
versy between  God  and  us  by  abandoning  our  sins,  and  by  asking  his  forgive- 
ness ;  and  then  address  ourselves  to  manly  effort  for  the  removal  of  the  calamity. 
Thus  the  ancient  Israel  repented,  returned  by  confession  and  prayer  to  Jehovah, 
and  then  went  forth  to  successful  battle  against  the  invader.  Like  us,  they  were 
a  Confederated  Government,  composed  of  twelve  States,  and  in  all  their  wars  it 
was  with  them  a  cardinal  point  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  their  Union,  and  to 
maintain  inviolate  the  national  domain.  And  it  is  a  fact  full  of  meaning  to  us, 
that  so  long  as  that  Union  was  preserved  Israel  was  safe  ;  that  when,  at  the 
persuasion  of  that  prince  of  demagogues,  Jeroboam,  ten  of  the  States  seceded, 
speedy  and  remediless  destruction  came  upon  them.  They  are  a  pattern  most 
worthy  our  imitation.  We  have  a  broad  inheritance,  the  title  deed  of  which 
was  signed  and  sealed  in  the  blood  of  our  fathers  ;  God  has  given  us  quiet  pos- 
session for  eighty-five  years.  But  men  have  risen  up  in  these  days,  and  with 
swords  in  their  hands  have  asked  us  to  divide  this  inheritance  of  our  fathers 
with  them  ;  yea,  they  demand  it  from  us  under  the  penalty  of  death.  If  we 
would  shun  the  fate  of  the  Hebrew  Secessionists,  we  must  meet  the  impudent 
demand  with  a  flat  refusal.  They  say  to  us  :  "  The  form  of  republican  gov- 
ernment which  has  hitherto  prevailed  on  this  portion  of  the  land  is  a  failure." 
We  answer  :  "  It  is  not  a  failure."  They  say  :  "  The  working  masses  are 
unfit  to  govern  themselves ,  and  must  be  governed  by  the  aristocracy  of  the  few." 
We  reply  :  "  It  is  false  !  "  They  say  :  "  The  stars  and  stripes  shall  float  no 
more  forever  over  this  land."  We  answer  :  "  They  shall  float  there  while  the 
sun  and  moon  last,  so  help  us  God  and  our  good  swords  !  "  They  say  that  "  a 
separation  of  the  States  is  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  both  parties."  We 
answer  :  "  Union  and  liberty,  one  and  inseparable,  now  and  forever  !  "  Such 
is  the  issue  which  is  fairly  made  in  this  once  peaceful,  happy  country. 

Let  not  men  deceive  themselves  by  the  charitable  hope  that  in  this  issue  peace 
can  be  reached  by  compromise  or  non-coercion.  Look  for  a  moment.  They 
have  by  violence  taken  possession  of  the  land.  They  have  torn  to  atoms  the 
sacred  parchment  on  which  Washington  and  his  companions  wrote  the  Consti- 
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tution  of  the  United  States.  They  have  torn  down  our  flag  and  raised  another 
in  its  place.  They  have  formed  a  Government  of  their  own,  and  claim  under  it 
a  jurisdiction  over  half  the  land.  And  they  demand  from  us  the  cordial  recog- 
nition of  that  Government.  They  demand  from  us  this,  and  all  this,  and  noth- 
ing but  this  ;  and  this  we  must  grant  or  fight.  But,  say  the  South  and  their 
Northern  allies  :  "  War,  and  especially  civil  war,  is  dreadful :  it  is  an  awful 
sin  ;  give  us  peace  ;  let  us  alone  ;  peace  is  all  we  want !  "  This  sounds  relig- 
iously ;  but  what  is  it  ?  They  take  eleven  States  by  violence,  and  tell  the 
Government  to  which  those  States  belong ;  "  Let  us  alone  !  we  want  peace  !  " 
Deliberately,  and  without  interruption  from  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  they  draw  a  cordon  of  batteries  around  a  little  fort,  garrisoned  by 
seventy-five  starving  men,  and  without  the  slightest  provocation,  open  a  hundred 
guns  upon  the  fortress  ;  and  as  the  walls  are  crumbling  over  the  head  of  the 
heroic  Anderson,  they  shout  to  him :  "  0,  let  us  alone !  we  only  want  peace ! 
it  is  a  sin  to  shed  your  brothers'  blood  !  "  They  claim  the  capitol,  and  march 
an  army  to  make  good  their  claim  ;  and  as  the  head  of  their  columns,  bristling 
with  bayonets,  approaches  the  city,  they  cry :  "  Let  us  alone  !  we  only  want 
peace ! "  They  are  upheaving  the  deep  foundations  of  our  Confederacy,  are 
attempting  to  reduce  the  nation  to  the  condition  of  the  petty  States  of 
Mexico,  and  cry,  "  Let  us  alone  !  we  only  want  peace  !  Civil  war  is  a  great 
evil !  "  Does  the  page  of  history,  ancient  or  modern,  sacred  or  profane,  present 
a  case  of  cool  audacity  and  unmitigated  hypocrisy  equal  to  this  ?  These  men 
sit  in  the  council  chamber  of  the  nation  with  us,  their  brothers ;  they  enjoy 
with  us  the  choicest  blessings  of  peace  and  prosperity  under  a  united  and  happy 
Government ;  together  with  us  they  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  that 
Government ;  all  at  once,  without  occasion  given,  they  breajs  their  oaths,  fly  to 
arms,  bathe  their  swords  in  the  blood  of  their  brothers,  and  then  exclaim  :  "  Let 
us  alone  !  we  only  want  peace  !  "  Now,  can  our  Government  hearken  to  this 
hypocritical  cry,  this  mockery  of  truth,  of  justice,  and  quietly  grant  the  whole- 
sale demand  of  these  men  ?  Have  you  all  read  Mr.  Everett's  Fourth  of  July 
speech  ?  There  you  will  find  the  answer  full  and  complete.  He  characterizes 
these  acts  and  demands  as  "  unconstitutional,  monstrous  and  unheard  of  usurpa- 
tions," which  can  never  be  conceded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
but  at  the  cost  of  its  own  existence.  We  agree  with  him  for  the  following, 
among  many. reasons : 

1.  Because  the  admission  of  the  "  States  rights  dogma,"  that  each  State  is 
supreme,  that  allegiance  to  it  takes  precedence  of  allegiance  of  the  General 
Government,  that  every  State  has  a  right  to  secede  when  it  chooses,  destroys  the 
legitimacy  of  the  Federal  Government.    It  can  make  no  treaties  of  alliance  or 
commerce,  can  borrow  no  money,  can  command  no  place  nor  respect  in  the  fam- 
ily of  nations,  cannot  even  defend  itself  from  insurrection  and  rebellion.    Wit- 
ness the  army  and  navy  officers  in  the  present  crisis.    Where  are  the  trusted 
officers  of  the  United  States  in  this  her  hour  of  trial  ?   Where  are  the  Twiggses, 
Lees,  Beauregards,  Johnsons  ?    I  repeat,  we  cannot  grant  the  dogma,  because  by 
so  doing,  we  destroy  our  national  life. 

2.  We  cannot  grant  their  demands,  because  a  separation  of  the  States  would 
involve  us  and  our  posterity  in  unending  wars.    The  Southern  portion  will  be 
what  they  propose — a  strong  Government ;  in  other  words,  a  monarchy,  or  an 
oligarchy  sustained  by  large  standing  armies.    On  an  imaginary  line,  fifteen 
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hundred  miles  long,  daily  and  hourly  causes  of  controversy  about  smuggled 
goods,  or  fugitive  slaves,  would  arise,  and  our  peace-loving,  working  citizens 
would  be  overrun  by  these  trained  armies ;  our  borders  would  be  desolated,  or 
we  would  be  compelled  to  keep  up  a  standing  army  of  three  hundred  thousand 
men — than  which  no  greater  curse  could  befall  the  wealth,  the  liberties  and 
the  morals  of  a  free  people. 

3.  Because  the  Southern  monarchy  could  at  any  time  form  offensive  and 
defensive  alliances  with  the  powerful  kingdoms  of  England,  France,  Russia.   By 
such  a  force,  our  ports  could  be  blockaded,  our  cities  burned,  and  sooner  or  later 
our  liberties  be  destroyed. 

4.  But  there  are  geographical  reasons  which  render  the  proposed  separation 
forever  impossible.     Should  the  spirit  of  folly  and  madness  tempt  the  East  and 
West  to  divide,  a  line  of  separation  could  be  found  in  the  Alleghany  chain  of 
mountains  and  the  great  lakes  ;  and  should  a  worse  spirit  of  madness  and  wick- 
edness tempt  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States  to  divide,  the  Eocky  Mountains 
would  form  a  line  of  boundary.    But  the  North  and  South  possess  no  such  line. 
The  rivers  which  water  the  fields,  and  convey  the  productions  of  the  great 
Northwestern  world  to  the  o«ean,  flow  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Before  fifty 
years  that  Northwest  will  contain  a  population  of  sixty  millions,  and  cannot  be 
reduced  to  an  inland  state  by  a  foreign  nation  holding  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi.    The  God  who  laid  out  these  rivers,  and  thus  established  a  mutual 
dependence  between  the  North  and  South,  has  forbidden  the  partition  of  the 
States,  and  has  placed  His  seal  of  condemnation  on  a  Southern  Confederacy. 
I  repeat,  that  concession  to  the  Southern  demand  is,  sooner  or  later,  national 
suicide.     They  are  simply  asking  us  to  bind  our  nation  hand  and  foot,  and  lay 
it  on  the  altar.     We  cannot  do  it ;  we  cannot  reach  forth  our  hands  to  take  the 
knife — God  forbid ! — we  will  unbind  the  victim,  and  see  if  we  cannot  find  a 
substitutionary  sacrifice  by  which  it  shall  be  spared. 

Whatever  else,  then,  is  dark,  one  thing  is  clear,  namely,  that  this  rebellion 

must  be  put  down — the  Union  of  the  States  must  he  preserved — every  acre  of 

the  public  domain  must  be  kept  inviolate.     This  is  the  great  work  which  God 

has  given  us  to  do  in  the  year  1861 ;  to  its  speedy  and  perfect  accomplishment 

we  must,  if  need  be,  subordinate  every  possible  earthly  interest.     To  it  we 

must,  like  our  fathers  of  old,  "  pledge  our  fortunes,  our  lives,  and  our  sacred 

honors."    They  purchased  with  their  lives,  and  left  to  us,  an  inheritance  of 

freedom  ;  we  must  not  forfeit  that  inheritance  and  leave  to  our  children  disaster, 

anarchy  and  blood.    Let  us,  then,  address  ourselves  to  the  work.     Arduous, 

stern,  terrible,  it  may  be ;  but  that  is  not  our  concern — we  must  do  it.     Let 

us  not  deceive  ourselves,  nor  let  others  deceive  us,  by  the  cry  of  "  peace " 

and  "  non-coercion."    I  admit,  that  many  good  men  who  are  ignorant  of  the 

objects  of  our  enemies,  and  the  dire  consequences  of  their  success,  may  be 

honest  in  their  advocacy  of  peace ;  the  progress  of  events  will  soon  convince 

them  of  their  error,  and   bring   them  to  the  right   side.     But  J  cannot  so 

admit  of  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  fearful  merits  of  the  case,  those 

who  advocate   peace  at  the  expense   of  the   severance  of  the  Confederacy. 

These  men  are  traitors — one  and  all ;    their  hearts  are  with  the  accidental 

victors  at  Manassas  Gap  ;  if  their  bodies  were  there,  they  would  have  swords 

in  their  hands.    The  tories  of  the  Revolution  were  an  odious  class,  and  the 

curse  and  stain  of  their  disloyalty  rests  as  a  leprosy  upon  their  posterity  to 
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this  day  ;  so  will  it  be  with  those  who,  in  this  hour  of  their  country's  peril, 

give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  by  the  treacherous  plea  of  peace  and  non- 

coercion.    And,  fellow-citizens,  fellow-Christians,  we  can  accomplish  this  work  ; 

we  can  restore  peace  to  our  country  ;  we  can  reconstruct  our  now  shattered 

temple,  and  make  it  more  beautiful,  more  gorgeous  than  it  was  before;  we 

can  remove  any   defective   materials  which  were  incorporated  in  the  former 

foundation,  and  lay  the   new  on  the  principles  of  truth    and   righteousness  ; 

we  can  work  in  again  the  old  materials  of  equal  rights,  of  free  labor,  of  self-gov- 

ernment, of  the  will  of  the  majority,  of  human  liberty,  of  the  supremacy  of  the 

Federal  Government  ;  and  we  can  work  them  in  this  time  with  enduring  cement, 

not  with  the  untempered  mortar  which  compromised  the  safety  of  the  first  build- 

ing ;  and  when  we  have  laid  the  last  stone  on  its  highest  wall  with  shouts  of 

thanksgiving  to  God,  we  will  then  raise  on  its  topmost  tower  the  same  old  flag 

with  its  thirteen  stripes  and  its  thirty-four  stars,  and  there  it  shall  wave  over 

the  heads  of  all  coming  American  generations.    This,  fellow-citizens,  is  the 

work  which  God  has  given  us  to  do  ;  and  by  the  aid  of  His  almighty  arm  we 

will  do  it.     A  work  so  stupendous,  so  noble,  so  far-reaching  in  its  consequences, 

was  never  before  given  mortal  man  to  do.    In  January  last  the  sad  tidings  went 

forth  over  the  world  that  the  great  experiment  of  free  government  had  failed  ; 

that  the  great  Eepublic  had  fallen,  never  to  rise.     While  these  tidings  cheered 

the  hearts  of  tyrants  and  oppressors,  they  fell  upon  the  soul  of  every  oppressed 

man,  of  every  lover  of  freedom,  like  lead.     They  overhang  all  Europe  this  day 

like  a  pall.     But  on  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  in  April,  new  and  wondrous  tidings 

went  forth  over  that  same  world  —  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  —  a  very  evangel  of 

freedom     These  were  tiding    of   the  instant  uprising  of  twenty  millions  of 

people  to  guard  the  great  Republic  and  maintain  the  sacred  cause  of  free  gov- 

ernment against  all  enemies.     This  new  evangel  has  thrilled  joy  through  millions 

of  hearts  in  the  fatherlands  ;   and  while  we  are  deep  in  the  contest,  they  are 

watching  our  struggle  with  intense  interest.     As  the  Christian  warriors,  in 

their  life-battle  for  the  victory  and  crown  of  glory,  were  encompassed  about 

with  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses,  so,  verily,  are  we.     The  spectators  of  the 

American  war  for  liberty  are  gathered  from  all  the  lands  of  Christendom.    Italy 

and  Hungary,  with  their  Garibaldi  and  Kossuth,  are  looking  anxiously  on.    All 

the  lovers  of  liberty  on  Continental  Europe,  and  among  them  the  descendants 

of  Steuben,  Kosciusko,  DeKalb,  Lafayette,  and  other  trans-  Atlantic  heroes  who 

fought  freedom's  first  battles  on  these  shores,  watch  with  trembling  hearts  the 

progress  of  our  strife.  In  the  front  line  of  spectators  stand  the  millions  of  liberty- 

loving  Britons,  cheering  us  on.     And  there  are  witnesses  of  our  struggle  for 

freedom  in  that  cloud  who  are  invisible  to  the  physical  eye.    The  spirit  of  the 

unborn  but  coming  ages,  looks  on  with  earnest  gaze  ;  and  the  spirits  of  the  gone 

ages  —  Washington,  Franklin,  Hamilton  —  all  the  heroes  and  sages  of  the  Rev- 

olutionary struggle,  look  down  calmly  and  hopefully  upon  us  ;  above  all,  the 

eye  of  God  is  upon  us.     In  the  presence  of  such  witnesses,  who  would  turn 

back  in  the  day  of  battle  ?    And  with  a  cause  like  ours  who  •  would  hesitate  ? 

It  is  the  cause  of  liberty  —  the  genius  of  free  institutions  is  to  live  or  die  as  we 

succeed  or  fall.     On  this  conflict  of  1861,  are  balancing  the  hopes  of  freedom 

for  ages  to  eome.     The  principle  of  free  government  in  the  form  of  a  Federal 

Union,  is  now  fighting  for  existence  on  the  battle  field.     Shall  it  live  ?     Our 

answer  is  in  the  language  of  Webster  —  '•  Union  and  Liberty,  one  and  insepara- 

ble, now  and  forever  !  "     The  principle  of  personal  liberty,  as  opposed  to  the 

aristocracy  of  the  few,  is  fighting  for  very  life.     Shall  it  live  ?     Our  answer  is 

in  the  words  of  Patrick  Henry  —  "  Is  life  so  dear,  or  peace  so  sweet,  as  to  be 

purchased  at  the  price  of  chains  and  slavery  ?     I  know  not  what  course  others 

may  take,  but  for  me,  give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death  !  " 


